FOREWORD
The biographer repeatedly mentions that Colonel
Beck is a disciple of Marshal Piisudski, and there cannot
be the slightest doubt that he took over from the great
Marshal the main ideals, principles, and methods on
which his life was based. That does not mean, however,
that as he grew in stature he did not develop his own
individual style, but it does mean that if we are to attain
to a full understanding of Beck as a man we must take
into account that deep devotion to Marshal Piisudski
which will remain as a kind of religious ardour
throughout all the rest of his life.
I shall be exceedingly happy if, thanks to this book,
there may emerge a deeper understanding of Colonel
Beck which will correspond more exactly with the real
man as he is and as he works. Perhaps in that progress
he will drop some of these qualities which embroider
the c man of mystery/ but he will gain at the end,
because those who read this book will arrive at a better
appreciation of his real and undoubted qualities as a
Minister and a statesman.
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